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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The following, City on a Hill, is a vision Tim had one Sunday before church. He was kind enough to share it 

with me and give me permission to share it with you. It is a vision about the journey of faith to the City of 

Godðthe joy we feel in our hearts as we see before us the Heavenly Jerusalem and the deep sorrow we feel 

when others fail to see the gift of Godôs love. 

 

The challenge before us, which this vision rightly identifies, is to press onward in our journey despite the    

inability of others to see what we see. As we avoid the distractions and temptations of worldly treasures for 

the greater treasure of the City of God, we continue our journey in faithfulness encouraging others along the 

ways hoping that they may see the vision too.  

 

Believe it or not, 2010 is the start of our eleventh year of partnership in ministry. As we begin the new year, 

the challenge before us at Apostles is to continue our journey together faithfully, lifting up the vision of the 

City on a Hill inviting others to share in the experience of Godôs love. My hope and prayer is that 2010 will be 

a year filled with many blessings for us as individuals and as a community of faith. 

 

Peace and Joy in Christ, 

Pastor V 

 

City on a Hill  
 

I am standing at the bottom of a large hill. All around me, I see gold, jewels, moneyéeven fine food and 

wine. As I look around, I see people all over the place, reveling in these things. Some of them donôt seem to 

have their heart in it, though, but make just as big a deal about it as everyone else. I donôt understand why all 

these things are just lying there. 

 

I look up the hill, and I can almost make out a large city on the top of the hill.  Itôs odd, I canôt really see it 

clearly. I think the sun is behind it, because itôs just too bright to look directly at it.  What I can see looks     

almost translucent, as though itôs made of something far more precious than the valuable gems strewn 

about. I begin to walk towards the city. I want to see it! I can already tell that thereôs something glorious there. 

 

I keep walking, and come to a strange realization.  Nobody else is looking at the city.  Why arenôt they looking 

at the city? It draws my gaze in an almost hypnotic manner.  It almost hurts to draw my gaze away. It hurts to 

look directly at it, but it hurts to look away? I do not understand. And why ARE all of these valuable things 

simply laying about? 

 

I continue to walk, passing more and more valuable jewels, more and more luscious food and drinkémore 

and more people lounging in the decadence of these things. Why donôt they hold any appeal to me? 
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I stop a moment to ponder. Perhaps these things came from the city? But if so, why did whoever lives there 

just throw them out? There are no defects that I can see. I start walking again, but this time I hear footsteps 

behind me. I glance out of the corner of my eye. Someone is following me, looking curious as to where I am 

going. I can tell that they still canôt see the city yet. Why canôt they see the city? Itôs right there! 

 

Perhaps these things have been thrown out of the city because they are not necessary. This thought strikes 

me like a hammer, and I have to stop again and think on this point.  In what type of city are jewels, gold,    

excellent food and drink not necessary? My eyes widen as I come up with a possible answer. The           

ramifications are staggering. Is this a city of God? For there would be no need of exotic food there, nor need 

of the finest of wines. Why would anyone need gold in Godôs city? 

 

I have to start walking again, and this time, I hear a couple more sets of feet behind me. Why are they       

following me? I donôt mind, butéwhy canôt they see the city themselves? I start to pick up my pace.  

Suddenly, I hear someone fall behind me. I turn around for a momentéand realize that more people are   

following me than I thought. One of them has tripped over a large diamondéheôs holding his foot and    

whimpering in pain. To my astonished eyes, he bites his lip, gets to his feet, and starts to walk forward 

again. I realize that if someoneôs going to be following me, I should move quickly enough to get there, but 

slowly enough that nobody will hurt themselves trying to get up. 

 

All around us still are those who lounge in the riches strewn aboutébut as I watch, more people are looking 

uncertain or unhappyéand some are standing, walking towards me as I begin to head towards the city once 

more. Why canôt they see the city? 

 

Weôre getting closer, but thereôs still a long way to go. I hear some gasps behind me. Some excited          

murmurséI catch a bit of the conversation, and realize that a couple of them are starting to see the city. This 

brings me joy, knowing that I am not alone in my appreciation of such a fine place. I can see the city more 

clearly now. It is beautiful! Howeverésome of the murmurs behind me sound frustratedéangryésome    

people are walking awayéwhy canôt they see the city? 

 

I weep for those who cannot see it. I weep for anyone who does not understand what I am walking towards. I 

do not know what to do to help others see it, other than keep walking towards it. I donôt have the right gift of 

words to convince people to follow me. All I can do is keep walking and rejoicing for those who see the city, 

and weeping for those who do not. 

 

Why canôt they see the city? It is right in front of us, growing more obvious with every step.  What is the     

fascination with all of these ñvaluableò things strewn about like so much litter? I can hear the city nowélively 

music, joyful singing, the sound of drums, trumpets, harps, woodwindséWhy canôt they hear the city? 

 

Somehow I know that something much more valuable than gold or jewels rests in that city. I can feel it right 

down to my core. Godôs love is in that city, I know it. It touches me even though I am still miles from it. I weep 

for joy.  I weep in sorrow. Why canôt they see the city? Why can I? 

 

© Timothy P. Vige 
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Worship Matters  
 

The Season of Epiphany  
 

The Epiphany season begins with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6th. Because that day rarely falls on 

a Sunday, it often goes unobserved in many Lutheran churches. Because of that omission, we can miss the 

profound proclamation and pageantry of the Epiphany. 

 

Epiphany is derived from the Greek word ŮˊɘűɎɜŮɘŬ (epiphaneia) which means appearance or manifestation. 

On this day, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who travel from Persia (Iran) to pay homage to the Christ-

child. The Star of Bethlehem appears in the night sky leading them to the child who is manifested or made 

known to them as the king of the Jews. 

 

The Epiphany season does not have a singular focus as do most other seasons of the Church Year, i.e. Ad-

vent Ÿ preparation for the coming of Christ, Christmas Ÿ incarnation and the birth of our Lord, Lent Ÿ the 

journey to the cross, Easter Ÿ the resurrection and Christôs victory over death and the grave. Epiphany be-

gins with the arrival of the Magi. Then comes the Baptism of Jesus the first Sunday after the Epiphany. It 

ends with the Transfiguration, which prepares Jesus for the journey to the cross. In between these bookends 

of the Epiphany season, we have what the liturgical calendar calls Ordo or Ordinary Time. During Ordinary 

Time, we turn from the extraordinary events in the life of Jesus to the teaching of Jesus (or in the case of the 

Epistles the teaching about Jesus). 

 

Much of the teaching of Jesus we hear during Epiphany focuses on our call to live our lives faithfully as disci-

ples. Therefore, the theme for the Epiphany season this year is Called to Life in the Kingdom. The sermons 

for Epiphany will be: 

 

Jan. 10 Epiphany 1  I Have Called You by Name 

Jan. 17 Epiphany 2  Work in Progress 

Jan. 24 Epiphany 3  SpiriTed (A musical presentation by 2 professional musicians) 

Jan. 31 Epiphany 4  No Excuses 

Feb.  7  Epiphany 5  Diamonds in the Rough Not Lumps of Coal 

Feb. 14 Transfiguration Living Faith in the Valleys of Life 

First Communion 

We pray for Godôs Blessing on the five young persons who received their First             

Communion during Christmas Eve worship:  Jakob Brown, Alison Cornelius, Tyler Helton, 

Nathaniel Hinnrichs, and Jon Karthaka. Each of these children decorated a   Communion 

Chalice during their instruction time. One of the chalices will be used each week during 

worship to consecrate the wine during Holy Communion. 
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òa visitation from Jonathan and Janetó 

 

On Sunday, January 24th Apostles Lutheran Church will be hosting daily columnist/ humorist, Jonathan   

Richard Cring and master musician Janet Clazzy. The performances will be during worship at 8:15, 9:45 & 

11:15 AM ; a morning of music and monologue, including readings from Mr. Cringôs book Digging for Gold (in 

the rule)  with original musical tunes performed by Ms. Clazzy on the oboe and WX-5 Wind Machine. 

Mr. Cring is the author of eleven books, including IôM. . .the legend of the son of man, 20 Other      

Reasons to Kiss a Frog, Jesonian, and Living a Legendary Life,  a winner of a Billboard Music Award, 

recent recipient of the Best Screenplay Award at the Top Ten Films in America , and has a daily column at 

www.jonathots.com .    

ñThirty-nine minutes is all we have to give you music, humor, dialogue and some fresh insights about bring-

ing creativity into our practical lives,ò Mr. Cring shares from his home in Hendersonville, Tennessee.  ñThe 

presentation is a delicate and delicious blending of spirit and humor that produces the wonderful by -product 

of good cheer.ò 

Ms. Clazzy has played oboe in orchestras for thirty years from coast to coast, including San Jose, Chicago, 

Shreveport and Houston.  ñI have this fabulous instrument called the WX-5 Wind Machine which gives me 

250 sounds,ò she says.  ñWhen you add some of the beautiful music and inspiring melodies, it just lends itself 

to an occasion to enrich the heart and exalt the spirit.ò  She is also the first female conductor in the state of 

Tennessee. 

Adult Education  

Tuesday Evenings ς 7:00 p.m. in the Social Room 

 Study of Genesis ς facilitated by Debbie Nickeson 
 

Wednesday Evenings ς 6:30 p.m. in the Social Room 

 Study of Ephesians ς facilitated by Tom Canham 
 

Thursday Mornings ς 10:00 a.m. in North Theisz 

Study of Revelation ς facilitated by SueAnn Collinge 
 

Sunday Mornings ς 9:15-9:45 a.m. in Theisz D 

 Passing the Baton of Faith ς Facilitated by Mike Weber 
 

Call Liz or SueAnn in the church office for more information on 
any of these adult education opportunities. 

 

 

Membership Changes   

November 2009 
 

 

New Members  

Nicole, Alison & Tara Cornelius   

Sandra Castro  

Patricia & Floyd Myers  

 
Baptisms 

Luke Robert LargeñNov. 1, 2009 

Ava Lynn Hoke ñNov. 15, 2009 

 

Transferred  

Edward, Valerie, Samantha & Erika Norstrem  

Calvary Lutheran  

http://www.jonathots.com/
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Boarõs Head ð a Ministry of the Heart!  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀǳƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ άǎŜǘǎέ ŀǊŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ 
board is up outside Theisz Hall and the final details are being tended to.  Basically, our church campus seems 
to be back to normal.    

The joy and enthusiasm of .ƻŀǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ lingers in the hearts of many who were part of the cast or attended 
the event.  The sights, sounds and magnitude of the Festival can be overwhelming .  However, the purpose of 
this production is to lead us to the humble birth of the Light of the World ς Jesus Christ ς and to realize that 
WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ά.ƻŀǊΩǎ IŜŀŘέ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ς a 
creative, beautiful, joyful and meaningful way to share the Christmas story with all who attend.  We pray 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏŀǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
brought the real meaning of Christmas to your heart. 

Here are some of the statistics from this year:  There were 177 in the cast ς including both costumed and be-
hind the scenes roles.  Almost all are members of Apostles.  This represented 93 household units and the en-
ǘƛǊŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ .ƻŀǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ ƛƴ пл ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ фу҈ ǎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜŀǎǘ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the production, and 68% of those who attended the Feast portion were not members of Apostles.   Now that 
you have some of the facts ς enjoy some of the photos! 

 

As guests arrived, the 
brass quartet played 
carols in the Gazebo.  

 

The kitchen chefs and 
crew did a fantastic 
job preparing a     
wonderful Feast. 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƘǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǇŀǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊΩǎ 
Head in both the Feast and   
Festival. 

 

The play Cyrano was woven 
throughout the courses of     
dinner. 

Middle Right: Cyrano prepares 
to make the wassail toasts. 

 

Lower right: The Jester and   
Roxanne read some poetry   
submitted by her suitors. 

 

 Continued on pages 17 & 18 


