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New Yeart /Messagze

F R O M T H E P AS T O R

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The following, City on a Hill, is a vision Tim had one Sunday before church. He was kind enough to share it
with me and give me permission to share it with you. It is a vision about the journey of faith to the City of
Godo the joy we feel in our hearts as we see before us the Heavenly Jerusalem and the deep sorrow we feel
when others fail to see the gift of Godbds | ove.

The challenge before us, which this vision rightly identifies, is to press onward in our journey despite the
inability of others to see what we see. As we avoid the distractions and temptations of worldly treasures for
the greater treasure of the City of God, we continue our journey in faithfulness encouraging others along the
ways hoping that they may see the vision too.

Believe it or not, 2010 is the start of our eleventh year of partnership in ministry. As we begin the new year,
the challenge before us at Apostles is to continue our journey together faithfully, lifting up the vision of the
CityonaHili nviting others to share in the experience
a year filled with many blessings for us as individuals and as a community of faith.

Peace and Joy in Christ,

Pastor V

City on a Hill
I am standing at the bottom of a large hill. Al | around me, I see gol d, j
wine. As | look around, | see people all over the place, reveling in these things. Some of t hem
have their heart in it, though, but make just as big a deal about it as everyoneelse.]| dondt unde
these things are just lying there.
I look up the hill, and | can almost make out a large city on the top of the hill. 1 t 6 s odd, I g
clearly. | think the sun is behind it, b e c a What | cantséeslooks
al most translucent, as though itbés made of s 0me
about. | begin to walk towards the city.1 want t o see it I can already

| keep walking, and come to a strange realization. Nobody else is looking at the city. Why ar eno6t
at the city? It draws my gaze in an almost hypnotic manner. It almost hurts to draw my gaze away. It hurts to
look directly at it, but it hurts to look away? | do not understand. And why ARE all of these valuable things
simply laying about?

| continue to wal k, passing more and more valuahb
and more people lounging in the decadence of these things. Why dondét they hol d an

of

ewe |
don
rst
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| stop a moment to ponder. Perhaps these things came from the city? But if so, why did whoever lives there
just throw them out? There are no defects that | can see. | start walking again, but this time | hear footsteps
behind me. | glance out of the corner of my eye. Someone is following me, looking curious as to where | am
going.I can tell that t heyWhsyt iclaln Octa ntdhte ys esee et hteh ec ictiyt )

Perhaps these things have been thrown out of the city because they are not necessary. This thought strikes
me like a hammer, and | have to stop again and think on this point. In what type of city are jewels, gold,
excellent food and drink not necessary? My eyes widen as | come up with a possible answer. The
ramifications are staggering. Is this a city of God? For there would be no need of exotic food there, nor need
of the finest of wines. Why woul d anyone need gold in Godbs cit

| have to start walking again, and this time, | hear a couple more sets of feet behind me. Why are they

followingme?l donét mind, but éwhy c an 6 tstartth gick upsng gacet he c i
Suddenly, | hear someone fall behind me. | turn around for a moment éa
foll owing me than | t hought . One of them has tr]i

whimpering in pain. To my astonished eyes, he bites his lip, gets to his feet, and starts to walk forward
again. | realize that if someoneds going to be follo
slowly enough that nobody will hurt themselves trying to get up.

Al around us stil/l are those who | ounge in the
uncertain or unhappyéand some are standing, walki
more. Why canb6t they see the city?

Webre getting <closer, but Itheae somé gasps behihdl me.aSonie cexciged
mur mur s é | catch a bit of t he conversation, and Thisg
brings me joy, knowing that | am not alone in my appreciation of such a fine place. | can see the city more
clearly now. It is beautiful However ésome of the murmurs behind
people are wal king awayéwhy candét they see the ci

| weep for those who cannot see it. | weep for anyone who does not understand what | am walking towards. |
do not know what to do to help others see it, other than keep walking towards it. | dondét have
words to convince people to follow me. All | can do is keep walking and rejoicing for those who see the city,
and weeping for those who do not.

Why <canét t h e\t issighkein ftomt ef us; grawin@ more obvious with every step. What is the
fascination wit h ¢thindgs streWn aliolit ke ®0 mfich ktteraila bd @ hear t heg
music, joyful singing, the sound of dr ulmarthedity?u mp e

Somehow | know that something much more valuable than gold or jewels rests in that city. | can feel it right

downtomycore. Godods | ove i s i nttouches tne eavanthgugh | &m stillmmiles framtit..| weep
forjoy. lweepinsorrow. Why candét t heWhysael® t he city?

© Timothy P. Vige
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Worship Matters
The Season of Epiphany

The Epiphany season begins with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6". Because that day rarely falls on
a Sunday, it often goes unobserved in many Lutheran churches. Because of that omission, we can miss the
profound proclamation and pageantry of the Epiphany.

Epiphany is derived from the Greek word U ~ s (i Y eplplsafikia)(which means appearance or manifestation.
On this day, we celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who travel from Persia (Iran) to pay homage to the Christ-
child. The Star of Bethlehem appears in the night sky leading them to the child who is manifested or made
known to them as the king of the Jews.

The Epiphany season does not have a singular focus as do most other seasons of the Church Year, i.e. Ad-
vent Y preparation for the coming of Christ, Chri
journey to the cross, Easter Y the resurrection a
gins with the arrival of the Magi. Then comes the Baptism of Jesus the first Sunday after the Epiphany. It

ends with the Transfiguration, which prepares Jesus for the journey to the cross. In between these bookends
of the Epiphany season, we have what the liturgical calendar calls Ordo or Ordinary Time. During Ordinary
Time, we turn from the extraordinary events in the life of Jesus to the teaching of Jesus (or in the case of the
Epistles the teaching about Jesus).

Much of the teaching of Jesus we hear during Epiphany focuses on our call to live our lives faithfully as disci-
ples. Therefore, the theme for the Epiphany season this year is Called to Life in the Kingdom. The sermons
for Epiphany will be:

Jan. 10 Epiphany 1 | Have Called You by Name

Jan. 17 Epiphany 2 Work in Progress

Jan. 24 Epiphany 3 SpiriTed (A musical presentation by 2 professional musicians)
Jan. 31 Epiphany 4 No Excuses

Feb. 7 Epiphany 5 Diamonds in the Rough Not Lumps of Coal

Feb. 14 Transfiguration Living Faith in the Valleys of Life

First Communion

We pray for Godobs Bl essing on t he fivig

- - Communion during Christmas Eve worship: Jakob Brown, Alison Cornelius, Tyler Helton,

Nathaniel Hinnrichs, and Jon Karthaka. Each of these children decorated a Communion

{%\ %} Chalice during their instruction time. One of the chalices will be used each week during
y N worship to consecrate the wine during Holy Communion.

First
Communion

A1%4

o N0}
o
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I)ll‘lT

oOa Vvisitation from Jonathan a

On Sunday, January 24th Apostles Lutheran Church will be hosting daily columnist/ humorist, Jonathan
Richard Cring and master musician Janet Clazzy. The performances will be during worship at 8:15, 9:45 &
112: 15 AM ; a morning of music and monol olggrgfor Gatdgin
the rule) with original musical tunes performed by Ms. Clazzy on the oboe and WX-5 Wind Machine.

Mr. Cring is the author of eleven books, including / 6 M. ) . the | egend ,20 Otheh
Reasons to Kiss a Frog, Jesonian, and Living a Legendary Life, a winner of a Billboard Music Award,
recent recipient of the Best Screenplay Award at the Top Ten Films in America , and has a daily column at
www.jonathots.com

fi T h inind nyinutes is all we have to give you music, humor, dialogue and some fresh insights about bring-

ing creativity into our practical l'ives, 0 Mr. Crii

presentation is a delicate and delicious blending of spirit and humor that produces the wonderful by -product
of good cheer. o

Ms. Clazzy has played oboe in orchestras for thirty years from coast to coast, including San Jose, Chicago
Shreveport and Houston. fi | have -bWindMathmd whictogives mie
250 sounds, 0 she says. AWhen you add some of the
to an occasion to enrich the heart and exalt the
Tennessee.
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Adult Education Membership Changes

] . ] November 2009
Tuesday Evenings7:00 p.m. in the Social Room

Study of Genesisfacilitated by Debbie Nickeson New Members
Nicole, Alison & Tara Cornelius
Wednesday Evenings6:30 p.m. in the Social Room Sandra Castro
Study of Ephesiansfacilitated by Tom Canham Patricia & Floyd Myers
Thursday Morningg 10:00 a.m. in North Theisz Baptisms

Luke Robert Largefi Nov. 1, 2009

Study of Revelatioq facilitated by SueAnn Collinge Ava Lynn Hoke i Nov. 15, 2009

Sunday Morningg 9:159:45 a.m. in Theisz D
Transferred

Passing the Baton of Fai¢iFacilitated by Mike Weber | eqward, valerie, Samantha & Erika Norstrem

) . . ) . Cal Luth
Call Liz or SueAnn in the church office for more informationjon alvary Lutheran

any of these adult education opportunities.
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B o ar 06 sda Miaistrd of the Heart!

¢tKS O2aildzySa KI@S 0SSy fFdzyRSNBR FyR Lldzi | ¢l &
board is up outside Theisz Hall and the final details are being tended to. Basically, our church campy
to be back to normal.

The joy and enthusiasm of 2 I NX &ingdrsSnl-tHe hearts of many who were part of the cast or attende
the event. The sights, sounds and magnitude of the Festival can be overwhelming . However, the pu
this production is to lead us to the humble birth of the Light of the Wqidésus Chrigt and to realize that
WSadza ¢l a aSyid (G2 dza F2NJ 0KS LJzN1J2 &S 2F o0%ay3
creative, beautiful, joyful and meaningful way to share the Christmas story with all who attend. We pr|
GKFG Fa + Olad YSYOSNI 2N a 2yS ¢6K2 | GGSYRSR
brought the real meaning of Christmas to your heart.

Here are some of the statistics from this year. There were 177 in the; daduding both costumed and be
hind the scenes roles. Almost all are members of Apostles. This represented 93 household units ang
GANB K2dzaSK2fR ¢la Ay .2FNRa ISR Ay nn 2F (K
the production, and 68% of those who attended the Feast portion were not members of Apostles. Ng
you have some of the factsenjoy some of the photos!
- i A T N

As guests arrived, the
brass quartet played
2 21 carols in the Gazebo.

job preparing a
wonderful Feast.

GKS . 21 NRa

Pl
(0p)
puls

¢ KS Kdzy G SNB LIJ|NI
Head in both the Feast and
Festival.

The play Cyrano was woven
throughout the courses of
dinner.

Middle Right: Cyrano prepares
to make the wassail toasts.

Lower right: The Jester and
Roxanne read some poetry
submitted by her suitors.

Continued on pages 17 & 18
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