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Christmas Eve Worship Services 

4:00 PM ñ Traditional Worship with 

Holy Communion and Hand Bell Choir  
 

7:00 PMñ Contemporary Worship with 

Holy Communion and Ichthus  
 

10:00 PMñTraditional Worship with 

Holy Communion and Gloria Dei Choir. 

 

Children that have prepared will be                
celebrating their First Communion                      

at the service of their choice. 

 

ð 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

It is hard to believe that Christmas is almost here. The pace of 

life at Apostles quickens as we prepare to celebrate the Nativity 

of our Lord. We will get a jumpstart on the joy of the season the 

first weekend in December with our presentations of the Boarôs 

Head Feast and Yule Log Festival. 

Christmas is a time of great joy and celebration for the people of God. Unfortunately, it is easy for the 

faithful to be distracted by sentimentality at Christmas because of the humble surroundings of our 

Lordôs birth. This sentimental focus on the humble surroundings of the nativityðno room in the inn, the 

weary Mary giving birth in a stable, the baby Jesus being placed in a manger, etc.ðmisses the power-

ful proclamation of the gospel conveyed in the angelôs message to the shepherds: To you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

While it is good that Christmas inspires a spirit of giving and generosity among people, the shallowness 

of that focus is evidenced by the lack of charity and kindness in the days that follow. How does the 

goodwill of Christmas play out in our lives on Dec. 26th when we return unwanted...unneeded...or wrong

-sized gifts to the store? How does that goodwill play out when we interact with people who are 

stressed out and worn out by the Christmas rush? 

Christmas is not about a passing joy that warms our hearts for the moment, nor is it about a brief res-

pite of gentleness that serves as an oasis in the rat-race of life. Christmas is about the transforming 

power of the gift of Godôs love that comes into the world to change humanityðto change our lives. 

In the birth of the Christ-child, God enters into the human experience. God enters the world in flesh and 

blood. God becomes incarnate. God becomes a piece of meat; he becomes a living, breathing, sentient 

man, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus, the very Son of God, experiences the vicissitudesðthe ups and 

downsðof life with us and suffers and dies on the cross for us. 

Such a powerful gift of love changes us not for a day but for a lifetime. It not only warms our hearts, it 

transforms us into a new creationðinto people who live in the joy and love of that gift letting it mold 

them into lifelong disciplesðinto agents of Godôs grace in the world. 

Such a focus on Christmas has a far greater impact onðand deeper meaning forðour lives than all the 

sentimental schmaltz the crude stable and manger could ever have. Such a focus connects us with the 

life-giving power of the gift God gives us at Christmas in the birth of our Lord. 

 

Peace and Joy in Christ, 

Pastor V  
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Worship Matters  

 

Worship Service  

The first Sunday in Advent, we will begin using Setting 10 of the Liturgy in Evangelical Lutheran      

Worship. This beautiful setting of the Liturgy is based on hymn tunes that have uplifted the hearts of the 

faithful for hundreds of years. This was the first setting of the Liturgy we used when we introduced ELW 

to the congregation. 

Advent and Christmas Themes  

The focus of Advent is on the hope of God fulfilling the promise of a Savior. During Advent, we are   

challenged  to search for him eagerly in the daily experiences of life in the here and nowðnot just in the 

long ago past. This year our Advent theme is, Be Alert, Our Redemption Is Drawing Near.  

The Sunday Sermons are entitled: 

 Advent 1  Be Alert, Our Redemption Is Near 

 Advent 2  Heavy Construction  

 Advent 3  The Good News Is Jesus 

 Advent 4  The Profound Faith of a Young Girl 

The focus of Christmas switches from the Hope of Advent to the Joy of the promise fulfilled. The theme 

this year for the Christmas season is, The Gift of Christmas.  

The Sunday Sermons are entitled: 

 Christmas Eve  ImmanuelðGod with Us 

 Christmas 1  The Service of Lessons and Carols (no sermon) 

 Christmas 2  Word Made Flesh 

Meet the stitchers from Sew On & Sew Forth  

A group of ladies that belong to the American Sewing Guild, Sew On & 

Sew Forth, meet here at Apostles on the first Wednesday of each 

month. This group was originally formed by Apostlesõ member Dawn 

Gundlach in the early 1990õs. 

In the past 9 months this group has put in 450 hours of sewing for 

various charities; most that are in and around the Brandon and Tampa 

area. These projects included activity mats for an area Alzheimerõs 

facility, lap quilts and wheel chair totes for the James A. Haley VA 

hospital, pillows and anti -ouch pouches for the American Cancer   

Society, quilts for Ethiopian orphans as well as many other projects.  

Sew On & Sew Forth takes much joy and pride in their outreach to the community and to the world. The group would 

like to extend their heartfelt thanks to Apostlesõ for making a place for them to meet each month.  

The information and picture in this article came from the August/September issue of ASG Chapter News.  



 

 APOSTLES EPISTLE    December 2009                           Page 4 

Living Waters:  

A leadership event for all the baptized!   

January 15-17, 2010 
www.fbsynod.com/livingwaters   

 

Living Waters is an event designed for lay leaders in ELCA congregations looking to connect with others 
through worship, fellowship, and learning. The second annual Living Waters event will feature keynote speaker 
Dr. Teri Elton, a professor at Luther Seminary, one of the eight seminaries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. She is daughter of Dr. Rollie Martinson, a well known presenter and advocate for leadership and 
youth/young adult ministry. Dr. Elton will be sharing with us new and innovative concepts for developing our 
own leadership style and bring out the leadership potential in those around us.  

When: January 15-17, 2010  

Where: Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg, FL 

Cost: Starts as low as $217 per person  

Registration and more information, including publicity downloads to use in your congregation, available online at 
www.fbsynod.com/livingwaters .  

The Boarõs Head & Yule Log Festival 

Celebrating  Life,  Light , and  Hope  

In the tradition of the Middle Ages in England, we invite you to         
experience the pageantry and merriment, wonderful food, music,  theater, 

and the wonder of the nativity all woven together throughout the       
performance to celebrate the coming of Jesus, the Light of the World. 

December  3, 4, 5, and  6 
Apostles Lutheran Church 

200 Kingsway Road  
Brandon, Florida 

813-689-2571 

Although the Feast portion is almost sold out, 
 admission is FREE to the Festival performance  

in the Worship Center. 
Festival Performance Times: 

8:00 p.m. for the evening performances on December 3, 4, & 5 

3:00 p.m. for the Sunday Matinee on December 6 

If you have a ticket, the Feast portion begins at 7:00 PM for evening  

performances and 2:00 PM for the Sunday matinee.  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=762779&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbsynod.com%2Flivingwaters
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=762779&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbsynod.com%2Flivingwaters
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Open Letter to ELCA Members  
A letter from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson to ELCA members 

  
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. 

-- Romans 5:1-2a 

 

 

November 19, 2009 

 

Sisters and brothers in Christ of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

 

I greet you with the words of the apostle Paul to the Romans: "Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 

stand" (Romans 5:1-2a). 

Where does the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) stand today? We stand together in God's grace, 

but we are not standing still. We proclaim Jesus Christ and are fully engaged in this mission by actively caring for 

the world that God loves. God's mission is serious work that calls for serious commitment. We bring all that we are 

-- especially our rich diversity, our shared tradition and even our disagreements -- in service of God's mission.  

We go forward in this mission trusting that "God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that 

has been given to us" (Romans 5:5). Evidence abounds of the Holy Spirit being poured out upon us and through us: 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Naples, Fla., recently purchased land for a new ministry center. They also convened 

ELCA partners, seminaries, synods, and churchwide staff to envision together a vibrant, evangelical and multicul-

tural Lutheran presence in southwestern Florida. 

Our new directors of evangelical mission, based in synods, are trained and ready to serve ELCA congregations that 

they might continue to grow as evangelical centers for mission. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi told Global Mission colleagues traveling in the region that they are 

ready to deepen their relationship with the ELCA so that together we can more generously and faithfully respond to 

malaria, HIV and AIDS. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl, ELCA coordinator for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, writes, 

"The ELCA, especially through the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, will be part of a movement that changes the world. 

It's certainly going to change Malawi." 

In summer 2009, 37,000 youth, young adults and adult leaders attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Or-

leans. They spread throughout the city, wearing orange t-shirts in a witness of service that touched the hearts of 

residents and has them talking still. 

ELCA chaplains Michael Lembke, Richard Brunk and Paul Dirksmeyer bore witness to God's mercy at Fort Hood, 

Texas. They ministered to families, friends and an entire nation grieving the tragic shootings at the nation's largest 

military base. 

These are just a few examples. Think of the signs of the Holy Spirit being poured out in your life and in your con-

gregation! Thanks be to God for this continued outpouring of the Spirit among us. 

 

                Continued on page 6 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=125648582
http://naplesemmanuel.org/home
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Evangelical-Outreach-and-Congregational-Mission.aspx
http://blogs.elca.org/lmi
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Lutheran-Malaria-Initiative.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Youth-Ministry/Youth-Gathering.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Chaplaincy/Federal-Chaplains.aspx
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Open Letter to ELCA Members  
A letter from Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson to ELCA members  

 
continued from page 5 

 

 

When the ELCA Church Council faced the reality of reduced financial resources for mission, it made a difficult but 

necessary 10 percent budget reduction.  The decision, however, does not diminish our resolve and commitment to 

engage together in God's mission for the life of the world.   

  

 We will engage Christ's mission with everyone who stands together in God's grace, using the rich gifts that the 

Holy Spirit has poured into our lives: 

Together we will proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord in worship spaces and workplaces, in online conversations and 

around kitchen tables. 

Together we will develop new ministries in every synod in multicultural communities and among people living in 

deep poverty. 

Together we will raise up and welcome faithful, wise and courageous leaders by sustaining vital and creative semi-

naries and campus ministries. 

Together we will send missionaries to accompany new and growing Lutheran churches throughout the world. 

I invite you to deepen this conversation with me in an online town hall forum on Sunday, December 6, at 4:30 p.m. 

(CST); check www.elca.org for more details. 

  

 The apostle Paul wrote that where the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us, hope abounds and hope does not disap-

point us (Romans 5:4-5). What a wonderful promise this is as we now enter the season of Advent! With our hope in 

Christ, we face the future together as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, serving the world that God so 

loves. 

  

Amen. Come Lord Jesus! 

 

Mark S. Hanson  

Presiding Bishop 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

The letter, as well as a video message from Bishop Hanson, is posted at http://www.elca.org/faithfulmission along with other information 

about budget reductions at the Lutheran Center in Chicago.  

 

 

Membership Changes   

October 2009 
 

Wedding  

Linda Edwards & Luther Goard  

                     Oct. 24, 2009   

 

Death  
          James Whitehead  

Oct. 31, 2009 

On Sunday, November 22nd we welcomed the 

following into our Apostlesô family:  
 

 

Floyd & Pat Myers  Sandra Castro 

Nicole Cornelius and her children Alison & Tara 

Our prayer for them is that they will find blessing & joy in                 

worship and discipleship here at Apostles. 

http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4348
http://www.facebook.com/Lutherans
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Discipleship/Development-of-New-Congregations.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Poverty-Ministries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Poverty-Ministries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/ELCA-Seminaries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Education/ELCA-Seminaries.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Campus-Ministry.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Global-Mission.aspx
http://www.elca.org/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=766271&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elca.org%2Ffaithfulmission
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=766271&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elca.org%2Ffaithfulmission
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All adult bible studies are on break  

!ƭƭ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 9ǇƛǎǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŘŀǘŜǎΦ 

Debbie Nickeson, Tom Canham & SueAnn Collinge wish all a Blessed Christmas season. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 

Thank you to all who have been knitting and crocheting these shawls. As prayer shawls 
are completed, the shawls are given to Liz or SueAnn in the office and then distributed 

as requests are made.   

If you know someone you feel would deeply appreciate receiving one of these shawls,  

please see or call Liz or SueAnn at 689 -2571 or email aim@apostleslutheran.net   

First Communion Class  

For children age 7 and up  

Saturday, December 12 th  

9:00 a.m. ð 12:00 noon  

 First Communion is celebrated at 
Christmas Eve Worship services. 

Confirmation Retreat  
January 22-24 & January 29-31 

Luther Springs is in Hawthorne, FloridañNorth of Ocala and East of Gainesville.  
 

Come to Luther Springs for a confirmation retreat weekend! Participants will learn about the Bible and its history, 

get a crash course in Lutheran theology, and have tons of fun! Recreation time may include games, crafts, canoe-

ing, hiking, and lots of other great stuff.  
 

Weekend Highlights:  

Rev. Dr. David Gardner-Tweed instructing: Overview of the entire Bible! & Basic Lutheran Theology  

To register, download and complete the registration form  and return to:  
Luther Springs Registration 

P.O. Box 830 
Arden, NC 28704 

 

With questions, or for more information, visit our website ñwww.lomfla.org ñor call (352) 546 -5554  

Did you knowé   

LSF helped 1,450 people with 

HIV/AIDS last year through our 

Ryan White Program in Pensacola.   We also helped pro-

vide 300 individuals in the program with housing oppor-

tunities.   Florida ranks third in the nation in the number 

of AIDS cases reported, and LSF is doing its part to pro-

vide help.   Remember December 1 is ñWorld AIDS 

Day.ò  Read more about LSFôs Ryan White Program at 

www.lsfnet.org  in the ñServicesò section.                                                

Changing lives daily  

Preschool News  
In order to comply with licensing codes, the preschool is 

replacing the flooring in their rooms. The funds used to 

pay for the new flooring will be covered by the Preschool 

Operating Budget.  This project will not impact the any 

Youth or designated giving programs.  
 

Parents Please Note:  The nursery will be relocated to 

Theisz Hall on Sunday, Dec. 20 th & 27 th  and Christmas 

Eve while the new flooring is being installed.  

Thanks for your cooperation and patience during this time.  

Julio Jimenez would like to extend a 

huge and heartfelt THANK YOU to 

everyone who came and helped during 

Apostles Work Day on Saturday, Nov. 

7th. If you look around Apostlesõ you 

can certainly see the fruits of every-

oneõs labor. Thank you all again!! 

mailto:aim@apostleslutheran.net
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=762110&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fbsynod.com%2Fdownloads%2FLOMF%2FConfirmation-Retreat-2010.pdf
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=59706099&msgid=762110&act=4K6L&c=345755&admin=0&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lomfla.org
http://www.lsfnet.org/
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WOMEN Of the ELCA  

The Women of the ELCA, the womenõs organization of the church, has thousands of 

participants in thousands of congregations. Together we are committed to growing 

in faith, affirming our gifts, supporting one another in our callings, and engaging in 

ministry and action that promotes justice and wholeness for all people. www.elca.org  

Upcoming Womenõs Events: 
 

Mon, Dec 7th  - Advent Party @ 7:30 PM          Hosted by Faith Lutheran Church  

This is a favorite holiday gathering of the whole season. The evening includes a wonderful Christmas   pro-

gram (usually a play);  everyone making their own chrismon; and some fabulous appetizers. I am sure you 

will love it!  Those from Apostles will carpool from the church Please contact Shirley Hanke or Brenda Dog-

gett for car pool information.  

December 8  - Esther Circle Christmas Party. Meet at Cheddarsõ at 11:30 AM for lunch.        

Contact Shirley Hanke for details.   

DecemberñTBD - Quilters Christmas Gathering                                                                         

We would like to gather together for a Holiday Dinner.  Let Anne Marie Boehm or Brenda Doggett know 

what day works for you?   

January/February  - Quilting Update: We will be finishing up our quilts for Lutheran World Relief.   

Our completed quilts need to be turned over to Lutheran World Relief by the 2nd week of February.  

February  - Blessing of the Quilts - possibly the 1st Sunday in February. Watch for the date.  

Feb/Mar/April  - Quilting Update: We return to sewing quilts for the youngsters in our community.  

Quilts will be on display on Rachelõs Day - 1st Sunday in May.  A new pattern will be used.  

April 10th  - Spring Gathering at Good Shepherd Church. Mark your Calendars.   

Great News: 2011 location has been selected.  

May- Quilting Update:  We will continue to sew quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  This is an  exciting   

Ministry that reaches around the world to help and comfort those who have faced a major catastrophe.  

Pontifax Day of Prayer  

You are cordially invited to join the Synodical Women's Organization of the Florida-Bahamas Synod 

of the ELCA, the Catholic Women of the Diocese of St. Petersburg, and the Episcopal Church 

Women of the Diocese of Southwest Florida on January 20, 2010 for the Pontifax Day of 

Prayer.   This is a wonderful opportunity for our sisters and brothers in the Lutheran, Episcopal, and 

Catholic churches to worship and enjoy fellowship together.  The theme of this ecumenical service 

will be "You are Witnesses of These Things" (Luke 24:48). The homilist for the special worship      

service will be Bishop Edward Benoway, Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas Synod of the ELCA. 

     Date:   Wednesday, January 20, 2010  

     Time:  9:30 AM Registration and Refreshments                                                                                                                 

      10:30 AM, Worship  

     Place:    Holy Family Catholic Church  
      200 - 78th Avenue NE  

                  St. Petersburg, FL   33702 
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Our Journey to Lake Yale - Part 1  

It is was with great anticipation that I packed a few things for the weekend. 

I didnõt want to forget my crazy Hawaiian shirt and that odd hat (for that 

Saturday night out).  My Bible is in my bag with a note pad, pencil and tic tacs.  I certainly donõt want to 

breathe bad breath on anyone.  Usually my best friends, the mosquitoes, are out in force this time of year; 

I am sure I will need a transfusion upon my return to Apostles. The weather promises to be wonderful;  

with lows in the 50 and highs in the 70õs.The grounds of Lake Yale are covered by trees, green grass and  a 

beautiful lake. There is a peaceful serenity in this gorgeous setting. I can feel the relaxation starting      

already.                       
               To be continued in January.  

On a quick side note Brenda Doggett was nominated and elected to the Florida Bahamas Synod - Synodical 

Womenõs Organization Executive Board.  That added a bit of excitement into the weekend.              

(Watch for an upcoming mini - series about our Journey to Lake Yale.  How we worshipped with others, the informational workshops , 

the creativity of a tacky tourist, what the youth had to say and plans for the scholarship).  

WOMEN Of the ELCA  

A Note of Concerné. 

How many of our congregation read our Apostleõs Epistle cover to 

cover?  I, for one do. If there are articles concerning our circles of the 

Women of ELCA,  I mark dates for upcoming collections being sought to 

help in our church, community, and outreach.   

There was one such appeal in the November Epistle. It was to help the 

Carver Heights Ministries. Carver Heights Ministries houses a Day Care 

Center for infants and toddlers. They also provide before and after 

school care for school age children. Our In-Kind Wish List for the Carver 

Heights Ministries was also in the  Epistle.   

The list included: nonperishable food, paper products play yard toys 

and underwear.  

Imagine our dismay that only 4 -5  people out of our congregation took 

the opportunity to donate items or money to this wonderful ministry.   

What an opportunity we missed; a way for us to live out our               

discipleship was lost. The Esther Circle, a group of ladies of a certain 

age, worked diligently to collect what little bit we were able and truly 

appreciated any help we could get from the congregation.  

Our prayer is that more will look for these opportunities that allow us to 

live out our discipleship in our church, community and the world.  

Although we were disappointed at the beginning of our trip, we were 

refreshed and renewed by the workshops, worship  and fellowship that 

we experienced over the weekend.  

Sincerely.   

Aleeta Bice 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Want to get involved, enjoy fellowship 

while reaching out to the community?  

 Participate in one of Apostlesõ 

womenõs circles. 
 
 

Which Circle is for you? 
 

Esther Circle  - meets the 4th Tuesday 

of the month at 10:30 AM in the Garden 

Room. They are currently each bringing  

a devotional to share with the group.  

(Check calendar for December changes)  

 

1st Friday Circle  -  meets at 7:00 PM 

the 1st Friday of the month in Theisz 

Hall. This group opens with devotions 

then sews the evening away. (will not 

meet in December due to Boars Head Festival) 
 

Rebecca Circle - meets on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month @ 1:30 PM in 

Theisz Hall. This group also starts the 

afternoon with devotions then sews the 

afternoon away.  



 

December 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

29  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

BOAR'S HEAD - DO NOT BOOK HALL  

Boar's Head Dress Rehearsal  

Advent Begins  

12:30 PM   Boar's Head Rehearsal (TH)  

1:30 PM   Boar's Head Dress Rehearsal (WC)  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

30  

DO NOT BOOK HALL  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 

1 

DO NOT BOOK HALL  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W. 

2 

DO NOT BOOK HALL  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

6:30 PM   Stephen Ministry (ST)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

3 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

4 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

9:30 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

5 
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   Diakonia (HR) 

7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

6 

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

2:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & Yule Log Festival (ALL 

ROOMS) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

7 

NO Stage Usage  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

7:30 PM Advent Party at Faith 

Lutheran Church  

8 

NO Stage Usage  

O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

10:00 AM   Esther Circle  

 Christmas Lunch (Cheddars)  

7:00 PM   Council Meeting (HR)  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

9 

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits   

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

10  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

11:30 AM   Lunch W/Pastor (TH)  

1:30 PM   Rebecca's Circle Quilting 

Group (TH/NT) 1:30 -4:30 PM 

6:30 PM   Daisy Troop 986 (PS)  

6:30 PM   GS Troop 36 (TH)   

7:00 PM   Gloria Dei Choir  

11  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

6:30 PM   GS Troop 881/434 (PS)  

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

12  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  
Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

8:00 AM   Boar's Head Set       

Dismantled (TH)  

9:00 AM   1st Communion Class 

(NT, Theisz A & S. Theisz) 9 -Noon 

12:45 PM   Happy Birthday Jesus 

Party (TH) 12:45 -3PM 
6:30 PM   Pinochle 

13  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  
9:15 AM   Sunday's A -Live - (Sunday School)  
6:00 PM   Women's Night Out  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

14  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

15  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W.  
7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

16  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
6:30 PM   Stephen Ministry (ST)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

17  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
11:45 AM   Keenagers 

6:30 PM   Daisy Troop 986 (PS)  

7:00 PM   Gloria Dei Choir  

18  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

19  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   Diakonia (HR) 

20  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

9:15 AM   Sunday's A -Live - (Sunday School)  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

21  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

22  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

23  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

24  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

Christmas Eve Worship -  4:00 

PM, 7:00 PM & 10:00 PM 
 

25  

Christmas Day  

Office Closed  

 

 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

26  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

27  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  
Service of Lessons & Carols  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

28  

Christmas - Office Closed  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 

7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

29  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

30  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

31  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

1 

New Year's Day - Office Closed  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

2 
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
8:00 AM   A-Men Breakfast & Bi-

ble Study - (NT)  



 

December 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

29  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

BOAR'S HEAD - DO NOT BOOK HALL  

Boar's Head Dress Rehearsal  

Advent Begins  

12:30 PM   Boar's Head Rehearsal (TH)  

1:30 PM   Boar's Head Dress Rehearsal (WC)  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

30  

DO NOT BOOK HALL  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 

1 

DO NOT BOOK HALL  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W. 

2 

DO NOT BOOK HALL  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

6:30 PM   Stephen Ministry (ST)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

3 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

4 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

9:30 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

5 
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   Diakonia (HR) 

7:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & 

Yule Log Festival (ALL ROOMS)  

6 

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

2:00 PM   Boar's Head Feast & Yule Log Festival (ALL 

ROOMS) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

7 

NO Stage Usage  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

7:30 PM Advent Party at Faith 

Lutheran Church  

8 

NO Stage Usage  

O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

10:00 AM   Esther Circle  

 Christmas Lunch (Cheddars)  

7:00 PM   Council Meeting (HR)  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

9 

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits   

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

10  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

11:30 AM   Lunch W/Pastor (TH)  

1:30 PM   Rebecca's Circle Quilting 

Group (TH/NT) 1:30 -4:30 PM 

6:30 PM   Daisy Troop 986 (PS)  

6:30 PM   GS Troop 36 (TH)   

7:00 PM   Gloria Dei Choir  

11  

Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

6:30 PM   GS Troop 881/434 (PS)  

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

12  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  
Theisz Hall Stage OFF Limits  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

8:00 AM   Boar's Head Set       

Dismantled (TH)  

9:00 AM   1st Communion Class 

(NT, Theisz A & S. Theisz) 9 -Noon 

12:45 PM   Happy Birthday Jesus 

Party (TH) 12:45 -3PM 
6:30 PM   Pinochle 

13  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  
9:15 AM   Sunday's A -Live - (Sunday School)  
6:00 PM   Women's Night Out  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

14  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

15  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:00 AM   M.O.W.  
7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

16  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
6:30 PM   Stephen Ministry (ST)  

7:00 PM   Good News Ringers (WC) 

8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

17  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
11:45 AM   Keenagers 

6:30 PM   Daisy Troop 986 (PS)  

7:00 PM   Gloria Dei Choir  

18  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

19  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   Diakonia (HR) 

20  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  

9:15 AM   Sunday's A -Live - (Sunday School)  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

21  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 
7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

22  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

23  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

24  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

Christmas Eve Worship -  4:00 

PM, 7:00 PM & 10:00 PM 
 

25  

Christmas Day  

Office Closed  

 

 
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

26  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

27  

(3) WORSHIP SERVICES 8:15, 9:45 & 11:15  
Service of Lessons & Carols  
8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

28  

Christmas - Office Closed  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

7:00 PM   O.A. 7:00pm - (GR) 

7:00 PM   Pack 110 Cub Scouts 

(TH)  

29  
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
9:00 AM   M.O.W.  

7:30 PM   BSA Troop 110 (TH)  

30  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

9:30 AM   Hallelujah Quilters (NT)  
8:00 PM   Ichthus - Rehearsal 

31  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) -  (SR) 

1 

New Year's Day - Office Closed  
6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 

8:00 PM   A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)  

2 
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)  

6:30 AM   A.A. (M -Sat.) - (SR) 
8:00 AM   A-Men Breakfast & Bi-

ble Study - (NT)  

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007389
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93007347
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A -Men are not meeting in December!  
 

A-Men will start the New Year off right though! Saturday, 

January 2nd, 2010 the men will be getting together for 

breakfast, Bible study and fellowship. What better way to begin your new year. Come and join other 

men of the congregation for a morning of Breakfast & Bible Study.  All men 18 and over are 

encouraged to join us; You do not have to be a member of Apostles to attend. Cooking starts at 7:30 

am; we begin eating around 8:10 am; and are finished by 9:30 am. You will be home in time to 

watch lots of college football! 

December & January Designated Altar Flowers  
 

Dec. 6  Available    Jan. 3  available   

Dec. 13  Available    Jan. 10  available  

Dec. 20  Available    Jan. 17  available  

Dec. 27  Poinsettias   Jan. 24  available  

      Jan. 31  available  
 

Do you have someone or something special in your life that you would like to commemorate and would like to 

donate flowers for Worship? Call Liz in the church office at 689 -2571 and she will be glad to add you to the 

schedule. The flowers for  each vase cost $20.00. You can donate either one or both vases. You can also sign-up 

on the  sheets in the case outside the church office. Please print clearly.  
Donõt forget: Communion Wine and the Eternal Flame  are available also. 

Please place payment in Designated Giving Envelopes.  

 

 

The next church Council Meeting will be  held Tues., 

December 8th at 7:00 PM in the Harmony Room.. 

Council meetings are open to the congregation. 

On Thursday, Dec. 17th  at 11:45 AM in 

Theisz Hall. Shirley Hanke (689-0682) 

and Florence Buschbacher(689-3806)  

will be hostesses for the Keenagersõ 

Christmas Potluck.  

Everyone is asked to  bring one of your favorite Christmas side 

dishes or desserts to go with the main dish Be sure to bring your 

own tableware as well.  

Now is the time to start planning what yummy side dish or dessert 

you will bring to share. Mark your calendar now so you donõt miss 

out on this afternoon of good food and fellowship.  

Keenagers is a group of men and women age 50 and over who 

meet every third Thursday for socializing, potluck lunches, or  

going to local restaurants for lunch.  
 

You do not have to be a member of  Apostles to attend.   

6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ-ÐÎÏÛɯ.ÜÛɯis changing for 

#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙȵɯ#ÜÌɯÛÖɯ!ÖÈÙɀÚɯ'ÌÈËɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯ

to the second Sunday of the month, Dec. 13th. 

6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ-ÐÎÏÛɯ.ÜÛɯis  an evening where the 

ɁÎÐÙÓÚɂɯÎÌÛɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÎÖÖËɯÍÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÓÖÛÚɯÖÍɯ

fellowship and fun;  an evening out for 

Apostles women and their friends. If you would like to have some 

fun too,  call or see Debbie Nickeson (813-684-8587) and let her 

know that you will be joining us Sunday, Dec. 13 at 6:00 PM at : 
 

Red Lobster Restaurant  

Regency Square, Brandon 
 

Be sure to mark your 
calendar on Thursday, 

Dec. 10th  at 11:30 PM, 
in theisz hall, for Lunch 

with Pastor V.  
Please note date change  

Come and enjoy a light lunch & warm 
fellowship as well as a  time to ask 

questions and hear about what is 
happening here at apostles.  

Hope to see you on the 10th!  

Do you have questions  or would like more  

information  about the ELCA ?  

Go to www.elca.org . 

 

Looking for a comprehensive place to find 

faith building resources? Go to òThe Resource 

Centeró at www.Fbsynod.org and have a look 

at all the helps they have to offer. 

Attention All  

Pinochle  Players!  

Due to Boarõs Head, you will 

NOT be playing cards on Dec. 

5th. The game will be held at 

the Hamelõs on Saturday,    

December 12th.  


