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WELCOME TO THE BETHLEHEM INN

"Welcome to The Bethlehem Inn,®

Said the innkeeper’'s gentle volce,
"Sorry, there’s no vacancy tonight.
4 stable in the rear is your only choice.”

Foor Joseph,

What =slse was there ta do!
Mary wmas full of life

and now her tims was due.

So he took the innkeeper’'s offer
and carried Hary to the rear
Choking back the bitter sorrow
That she must birth the child here.

He did his best to comfort her
Supporting her as best he could.
With no mid-wife, nurse or doctor,
Alone with her he stood.

Amid the crusl surrocundings
He made a2 straw—lined bed

And gave Mary a resting place
To put her weary head.

And so she labored in the night
With Joseph by her side

Striving there with all her might
To birth the child inside.

"1t was in the deep of the night
‘That the little child was born,

and the stars up in the heavens
CfAnnounced the dawning of a8 new morn.



Mot the morn of another day,

The stars announced to earth,
TBut the dawn of a new creation’

" To give our lives a second birth.

Aas Joseph took the Christ—child
and held his little boy,

He held there in his burly arms
God ‘s greatest gift of Joy.

For Christ was boarn in Bethlehem
Those many years ago

That you and I and all the =arth
God’s grace and love might o .

There was no room in Bethlehem
yhen Christ was born, they say,
put a greater tragedy than this
is when we have no room for him today.

in Christ, God comes to you and me
Te share His love and grace

Sp that each and every day of life
We might meet Him face to face.

We may pity those in Bethlehem

Bho twned the Christ away,

But the question today for us in au hesarts
I=s “do we make Christ a place to stay?"

C. Handlée vige
Christmas 1986



Brothers and Sisters in Christ, ..

During this Haoly Season, we wish yvou all the

joy of the love of God, which come to us through 7

the birth of the Christ—child at Christmas. PMay
each day of the coming vear find the chambers . of’
vour heart filled with the love and p2ace of
Christ. :

Feace and Joy in Christ!

The Vige Family R
Fastor, Lynne, Beth and Timmy
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