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You are invited to be a cast member in . . .  

The Boars Head 

Festival 
7:30 Evening Performances  

on Friday & Saturday, 

December 3rd, & 4th 

2:00 Sunday Matinee December 5th 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The colorful ceremony of the Boars 
Head has been part of Christmastime 
celebrations since the Middle Ages in 
England.  Full of custom with 
meaningful symbolism, it has evolved 
to a celebration of the birth of the 
Christ Child, the Light of the world, 
coming to us at Christmas. 
 
We invite you to be part of our sixth 
production of ―Boars Head‖.  We will 
cast the roles for this year’s production 
in August & September. 
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The Boars Head Festival is a very creative production that sparks our imaginations to make 
changes each year. In all we do, we say Soli deo Gloria – to God Alone be the Glory! 
 

 The Boar’s Head Festival 
 Takes place in the Worship Center beginning at 7:30 p.m., or 2:00 p.m. for the 

Sunday Matinee.  
 This colorful festival of music and pageantry does not have any speaking parts.    

Each role is equally important to the sense of grandeur and the overall vision of 
our production; pointing us always to the Light of Christ.   

  
 The Boars Head Festival is Apostles’ Christmas gift to the community.  There will be 

no ticket sales – the performances are free to all. 
 

 The following individuals provide leadership in casting and organization: 
Director of Music:  James Carmichael Director of Drama:  Dawn Gundlach 
Producer:  SueAnn Collinge 
 

ALL members of the cast are to be at least age 4 and not over 104! 
 

As you review the following available roles, please check ALL that you/your 
family are interested in – you may write family names in the blanks.  

If they do not conflict, you are welcome to perform more than one role.  
  

We try to give you the part you request.  The directors and producer make the 
final decision on who is cast in the various roles.  

 
The roles are listed by age groups to better enable you to find the role or roles 

you/your family members might want to play.   
 

 

Age 4 through 5th grade  
All parts are non-speaking.  However, the children need to be old enough to follow directions 
on their own.  With such a large cast, we need to be able to depend on them to carry out 
their part as directed.  
 

_____ The Sprite is a young child, boy or girl, who with Pastor lights the candle as the 
Festival begins. At the end of the performance, the Sprite and Pastor carry the Light 
of Christ out into the world.    

 

_____ Young bell-ringer, boy or girl, is carried in on the litter by the Beefeaters while all  
sing Deck the Halls.  Child stands and jumps off the shoulder-high litter to a Beefeater 
at the end of the carol.   

 

_____ Lantern children. Ten or more children carry in the lanterns during the Grand  
Processional. The lanterns are star-shaped, lightweight with battery operated lights.    

 

_____ Yule Log Children.  Children who bring in the Yule Log on the festive sled while  
ringing jingle bells. They decorate the pews with Holly during the Deck the Halls 
portion of the performance.    

Continued . . .  
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_____ Prince and Princess (the King and Queen’s children).  They are very animated as they 
react to the actors in the ―12 Days of Christmas‖ segment and to the other activities 
that occur.  They sit with the King and Queen throughout the performance.  

 

_____ Gathering Angels. These angels move ―angelically‖ and interact with the shepherds as  
 they bring the shepherds to the manger scene.    
 

_____  Young children to be part of a new segment with the shepherds – music is Run,  
 Shepherd, Run and the choreography is currently being thought through. 
 

_____ Antique cymbal players have colorful Eastern costumes as they play the small and 
enchanting antique cymbals during the Magi’s sequence.  Upper elementary works 
well as cymbal players must fit the costumes we have. 

 

Middle School Youth 
 

_____ Merry Makers/The 12 days of Christmas actors. Merry makers are extroverts who  
can interplay with the audience during the Wassailing song. They will also use 
exaggerated movements as they interact with the King and Queen and others while 
they decorate the large Christmas tree during ―The 12 Days of Christmas‖ carol.  
Middle and High School youth – girls or guys.         

 

_____ Descant Angels – 5 middle through high school youth. Very important during the  
final nativity scene as they are on risers surrounding the Christ Child.  A soprano 
singing voice is helpful (but not required) as their descant voices are heard in the 
carols.   

 

_____ Torchbearers.  The torchbearers lead the Grand Processional and Recessional that are  
 part of the Festival performances.  Girls or guys.  
 

_____ Antique cymbal players have colorful Eastern costumes as they play the small and 
enchanting antique cymbals during the Magi’s sequence.  Must fit current costumes. 

 

High School Youth or College Age 
 

_____ Jester is a fun role for male or female ï need to be energetic and theatrical! 
 

_____  Merry Makers/The 12 days of Christmas actors. Merry makers are extroverts who  
interplay with the audience during the Wassail song. They also use exaggerated 
movements as they decorate the large Christmas tree during ―The 12 Days of 
Christmas‖ carol.  Middle and High School youth – girls or guys.         

 

_____ Descant Angels – 5 middle through high school youth. Very important during the 
final nativity scene as they are on risers surrounding the Christ Child.  A soprano voice 
is helpful (but not required) as their descant voices are heard in the carols.   

 

_____  Beckoning Angel gathers angels to bring the shepherds forward to see the Christ Child. 
 

_____ Torchbearers.  Torchbearers lead Grand Processional and Recessional. Girls or guys.  
 

_____ Mary – teen or college age. It is very important that Mary can show deep emotion 
since she is the center of the Nativity scene at the end of the performance.   

.  

_____ Star of the East bearer who leads the procession of the Three Magi. Good physique  
 works well with costume.   
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Adults 
 

_____ King and Queen preside over the Festival.  They react to all that goes on and are a 
major part of the 12 Days of Christmas segment. Queen’s dress is a size 6/8.  

 
_____  Beefeaters. The King’s guardsmen.  Very important role in the pageantry of the  
 production. There are 8 beefeaters – adult men – costumes fit taller person.  
 
_____ The Three Magi. A new arrangement of We Three Kings will be used this year.  

Therefore, the three Magi will not be singing the verses as solos.  In other words, you 
do not have to be a singer to be a king. Wonderful costumes.    
 

_____ Shepherds. Very important part as they act and lead the audience in singing the  
 Angels We Have Heard on High carol. Men (any age) and mature youth.  
 

_____ Joseph.–30 or so years of age.  Brief role as part of the nativity, but is very important  
 to show attentiveness to Mary and the Christ Child.    
 

_____ Star of the East bearer who leads the procession of the Three Magi. Good physique  
 works well with costume.   
 

_____ Pudding platter carriers.  This is done with ―flair‖ in the Grand Processional!   
 

_____ Woodsman.  Gathers wood and interacts with King Wenceslas in ―Good King  
 Wenceslas‖ segment.     

  

_____ Gowned Ladies & Gracious Gents are outgoing and full of hospitality — welcoming 
guests and guiding (ushering) before, during and after the performances. Guests are 
seated in the Worship Center as they arrive.   
Please check the performances when you would be available. 

 _____    Friday evening  _____  Saturday evening  _____  Sunday Matinee  
 
_____ Carriers of the Boar’s Head. Two men are costumed as hunters and bring in the  

Boar’s Head during the grand processional. 
 
 

The following Vocal & Instrumental roles are cast by Music Director James Carmichael 
 

Vocalists: 
_____ The Boar’s Head song (a solo for tenor or baritone).  
 

_____  King Wenceslas (sings solo ―Good King Wenceslas‖)   
 

_____ The Madrigal Quartet (strong voices needed) 
 

_____ Understudy voice for ______________________.     I am a S  A  T  B  (circle one)  
   

_____ Yule Log Schola Cantorum.   Adult or youth who enjoys singing. The plum choir robes 
are worn and the Schola Cantorum remains in the choir area throughout the 
performance. They have a large part and rehearse during part of the regular choir 
rehearsal time each week. 

 

_____ Two Pages (young boys) sing duet together and with King Wenceslas.  The Pages will 
wear microphones during their song.     
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Instrumentalists: 
_____ Trumpeter for the Festival fanfares 
 

_____ Orchestra Ensemble: The orchestra ensemble is involved throughout the production.  
Name of your instrument: __________________________  
 

_____ Brass Ensemble. Will offer Advent and Christmas carol selections for 30 minutes 
before the Festival begins and will be involved throughout the Festival. 

 

_____ Hand Bell players – part of the procession of the Magi in Nativity scene. 
 
_____ Gong Player adds a very special dimension to the procession of the Magi.  

 
 
 

Behind the Scenes with Younger Cast Members 
 

_____  Very Valuable Persons (adults, older youth, men or women) who are a team.  
This year Theisz Hall will provide all the dressing rooms needed and the younger 
children will be in the main part of Theisz.  Adults are needed to watch over these 
younger children.  Activities are provided to help keep them busy as they wait 
between their segments in the performance. 

 

Please check what performances you would be able to help with . . . 
 _____ Friday evening 
 _____ Saturday evening 
 _____ Sunday afternoon 

 

Production Assistants 
 

_____ Backstage Coordinators.  Gather the performers from their dressing rooms in Theisz 
to make sure all are set to go and then send them in to perform at the correct time.  
Need to be alert to entire program. An excellent guide with all music, schedule of 
performance order, etc. is provided.  

 

Set Design  
 

_____ I would like to help set up and put lights on the 2 large artificial trees in the 
Worship Center (this is done any time during Thanksgiving week) 

_____  I am willing to climb the large ladder to hang the sheer fabric from the ceiling  
 sometime during the week before the dress rehearsal. 
 

Lighting & Sound 
 

_____ Lighting person during the performances.  
 

_____ Sound board control during the performances. 
 

Costuming & Props  
 

_____ Costume Manager.  Checks that all costumes are repaired, pressed and ready to go 
before dress rehearsal.    

 

_____ Props Manager.  Keep props in order. This involves making sure all are ready to go 
before each performance.   
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Publicity 
 

_____ Publicity.  Dependable persons to form a team that will contact radio, newspapers, TV 
etc. to invite ALL in the community to attend Boar’s Head. VERY IMPORTANT that 
contacts be made professionally. 
 

_____ Photography.  We will have only two photographers during the performances.  
No other photography will be allowed during the performances as we have a 
copyrighted performance.   
 

_____ Videography. We would like a ―director’s cut‖ of the entire performance.   
This is done from the back of the Worship Center (choir area). 
 
 
 
 
 

General Rehearsal Schedule.   
For most of the cast, the rehearsal time is minimal.  We will let you know times and dates 
well in advance as we are very organized in putting this production together. Also, beginning 
sometime in September, all cast members will receive a weekly email. 
 

 In October, costume fittings are scheduled on Sunday mornings.  This is done for your 
convenience.  All costumed cast members can be fitted before or after worship. 
 

 James Carmichael will set rehearsal times for orchestra, brass, choir, and soloists.  
 

 There will be separate small group rehearsals on Sunday afternoon, November 21st.  
for 1) Yule Log Children, 2) Merry Makers/12 Days actors, 3) those in the Grand 
Processional, 4) the Procession of the Magi and 5) shepherds and gathering angels.   

A time slot schedule will be put out a few months in advance so that each group 
only needs to be there for their allotted time. 

 

 We may have a few other small group rehearsals on Sundays after worship in 
November.  We really try to keep them at a minimum and do our best to make good 
use of our rehearsal time. 

 

 There is ONE DRESS REHEARSAL for EVERYONE in the Festival on Sunday, 
November 28th.  This is an afternoon rehearsal and is very important as it is the only 
rehearsal where everyone is there so we can get the timing down.  We rehearse the 
Festival twice and it all comes together! 
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Yes!!! I want to be a part of Boar’s Head 2010! 
 

Please check the roles you and your family members are interested in, fill in your 
name and information below, and return this entire booklet to SueAnn Collinge  

or to the “Boars Head Basket” outside the narthex on Sunday mornings. 
  

Please print all information clearly – thanks! 
 
 
 

First & Last Name: _________________________________________________________  
 

Please print clearly all of the names in your household who would like to be a part of Boars Head.   
This helps to spell the names correctly in the program. 

 
 
 
Phone number: 
 

 
Email:   
 
Weekly emails are sent to everyone.  Therefore, it is very important that you print 
clearly the email checked regularly in your home.  
 
If you do not have email but would like a copy of the weekly email, check here ____ 
and I will put a copy in your narthex mailbox. 
  
 
Comments or Questions?   
SueAnn checks her email many times a day.  If you have questions, please email her 
at aim@apostleslutheran.net or scollinge1@tampabay.rr.com or you can call her in 
the church office at 689-2571. 
 
  
 

JAMES CARMICHAEL WILL EMAIL INFORMATION TO  
ALL VOCALISTS & INSTRUMENTALISTS AS THOSE ROLES DEVELOP. 

 
EVERYONE WHO GIVES SUEANN THEIR EMAIL ON THIS FORM WILL  
RECEIVE WEEKLY EMAILS BEGINNING SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER.  

 
 
Questions or Comments?  

mailto:aim@apostleslutheran.net
mailto:scollinge1@tampabay.rr.com

